











FINAL PRODUCT: EXHIBITION

Figure 147-148.
Thesis Exhibition

My thesis exhibition was show at the RIT Bevier Gallery on

April 19th - May 5th, 2013.

My thesis defence presentation was on May 6th, 2013.
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SUMMARY: EVALUATION AND PROBLEM REFINEMENT

My design process provided me with many opportunities, new
knowledge, and skills. My lack of resources to create a realistic plastic

model presented a challenge | could not easily solve.

The final product that was shown was not made in the material |
intended it to be. The L.I.M.E. was not fully tested as a real product by

users because of the material limitations.

My continued next steps would be to make a full size model in the
correct materials and allow users to test the product. | need additional
feedback to improve on the design and continue to refine the

functions.
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SUMMARY: PUBLIC FEEDBACK

During my defense and exhibit | was approached and received new

questions as well as problems that could help me to adjust the design.

Some these comments came from professors, industry leaders,

collogues, or the public.

1. Material cost of the L.I.M.E. on the market. For low cost furniture,
the material of a product is very important to the final price of the

product.

2. Where to buy in the L.I.M.E. on the market. Selling online vs. in a

retail store can be very different for the product’s appeal.

3. The L.I.M.E. price range. The cost of the L.I.M.E. should be in the
urban nomads budget range, but not so cheap that users feel like they

are not purchasing a quality product.

4. Considerations for the material and color of the L.I.M.E. cushion:
leather, canvas, or cotton. Include different shopping choices for the

users.
5. The size of the L.I.M.E. could be reduced. The smaller the product

is, the easier it is to fit into a space. It is more practical and space

saving.
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SUMMARY: PUBLIC FEEDBACK

6. Visitors wanted to know if they could use other parts (like the center

axle) as a piece of furniture, instead of just storing them.

7. The color of the o-ring could be different. The o-ring could be the

same color of the product parts, lime green.

8. For people who wanted to purchase additional sets of the L.I.M.E.
owning multiple pieces could result in the use of a bigger axle to

assemble the wheels together.

9. An instruction manual to inform users how to fill the interior.

10. Selling the L.I.M.E. as a product filled with bedding and towels.
This allows the user to get one L.I.M.E. and bedding they need for a

new home.

11. The L.I.M.E. packaging should have a clear note explaining that this

product is only used for transporting soft goods.

This feedback was interesting and will make my design more
functional. | additionally thought that | could allow for the axle to
become an umbrella stand or allow for the o-rings to be used as an
exercise tool. The suggestions | received will help me to continue

refining and testing the design of the L.I.M.E..
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SUMMARY: ACHIEVEMENTS

My master’s thesis has taken well over one year to complete and is
still far from perfection. I've gained multitudes of knowledge from this
process, including new manufacturing methods and material uses that

| would have otherwise not known about.

I've learned the value in seeking the advice of experts in each specific
area of design. Prototyping the full size design was an extremely large
hurdle for me to overcome. | learned how to prepare my design, and
create jigs for wielding. | developed new skills in working with wood. |
gained insight from experts who helped me to save valuable working

time, and the on-going conversations provided me with wise advice.

This process also was a reminder that it always takes longer to
complete a task then what you assume or plan. | had a timeline for
my thesis, and | followed my schedule day by day but had to adjust as
unexpected things happened. Planning well ahead of your deadline is

critical to success.

Nomadic Product: Furniture Design for the Modern Urban Nomad | 55



CONCLUSION

The L.I.M.E. is a design that is unlike any product presently on the
market. It combines two important features that urban nomads require
in their life. It is both furniture and a moving tool. Urban nomads can
creatively use their limited space with the multifunctional furniture
design. The L.I.M.E. also provides a new way to move furniture easily

and creates an opportunity to travel with personal belongings.

The structure of the L.I.M.E. is very easy to understand while
assembling, compared to the complicated instruction manuals that
come with many flat pack furniture products. The L.I.M.E. uses a
modular system, comes fully assembled, and provides many functions
fit into a single unit. It only takes one step for owners to assemble and

use.

The L.I.M.E. is a sustainable and reusable product. Once purchased,
it should last a lifetime, helping people save money from purchasing

new furniture every time they move.

The L.I.M.E. provides users physical comfort by including soft
accessories. The plush cushion is available immediately upon moving
into a new apartment, allowing urban nomads to have a comfortable

seating option.
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