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m If you decide to homeschoolyour deaf child, think about the
responsibility of implementing the necessary changes.

W If you decide not to homeschoolyour deaf child, you will need to
continue to find the best educational solution for you and your
child.

What if I decidednot to homeschoolmy deaf children?
W That is okay! It is your choice!
m If you are not comfortable teaching your own children, you can

always become more involved with what goes on at your deaf
children's school and with their overall education. Parental

involvement is crucial to your child's educational achievement.
W For those of you who decided not to homeschooling,you can

purchase educational resources to supplement your deaf children's
education in your home.

II) Consider educational opportunities outside of the classroom (i.e.,
museumvisits).

PRICEON HOMESCHOOLING

How much does homeschooling cost?
$ It can cost between $0 to $2,500 per year.
$ Starting at the lowest price, your family can create your whole

curriculum with materials available at the local library, on Internet,
etc. depending on your educational philosophy.

$ If you decide to purchase a boxed or packaged curriculum, you can
search places for the lowest prices. Or you can spend as much as
$2,500 per year on boxed curriculum. This cost would incorporate
advisory teaching service, networking, field trips, resource
libraries, and many more resources and extracurricular services.

$ Resourceful families can buy materials at bookstores, garage sales,
curriculum fairs, homeschool conferences, etc.

FAMILY INCOMES

We live on two incomescurrently. Howcouldweever surviveon one
income?

$ Be creative!
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$ Try to figure out what is economical and what is not economical.
For instance, you can save money by having more at-home meals,
which is quite economical.

$ Consider part-time employment.
$ Many people who are dependent on a single income become small-

time entrepreneurs. These businesses often grow into the family's
main part of income.

$ There are many possible ways that you can earn money. For
instance, your child might want to work for a job to earn money to
contribute the family after school.

HOMESCHOOUNG PROCESS

Now, I decided to educate my deaf chIld in my home, what is the
homeschoo/ing process?

W Get to knowyour child before jumping into the academic routine.
W Think about your life, time values, and your child's values.
W Avoidstarting the first week with homeschooling. Attend a

museum or other educational places.
W These out of classroom experiences will rekindle curiosity in your

child that willspark the motivation in him/her to learn.
W After getting to knowyour child, you both have to readjust and

rethink your former values and schedules. Then you will interject
more of your personalities in your homeschooling efforts.

W Be sure to knowyour educational philosophy.
W Attend a local homeschooling support group for field trips and

social and other activities.

W Youshould purchase homeschooling guidelines books or check them
out at the library as they have excellent suggestions on what to do
after decided to homeschool your child.

"Homeschooling Almanac 2000-2001" by Mary and Michael
Leppert is suggested.

W Libraries are excellent free resources for educational and

supplemental materials that willassist you to decide your
educational philosophy and to browse through the general
information sections (math, American history, English, etc.).
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m Normally, school time is between 3 to 4 hours a day or it depends
on your preferences and your child's, too. It also depends on your
child's attention span.

W Combineacademics and real-life knowledge. Homeschooling
families believe a self-taught child should know how and when to
use the dictionary, map, phone book, bank deposit, and other
references on his/her ownas these will raise their knowledge and
self-teaching. Remember that kids look up to adult role models on
performing adult tasks.

II) Youcan either use the packaged or boxed curriculum or use your
customized approach. Also, you can plan and organize the way you
want it to be. It depends on your family's educational philosophy
and your child's learning style/personalities and interests.

W Relax, be flexible and open to change. Keep in faith that your child
willachieve. Create your own system not buying into anyone's
system.

ACADEMICS

What kind of academics do I teach my deaf children?
W In some states, youare required to teach a basic or standardized

curriculum. It consists of reading, writing (creative), math,
English,Americanhistory, the history of your state, civics,
geography,thinkingskills,and health. Someother states are not
required to teach this curriculum,but it is suggested. It is good
idea to includehomeskills (dailylivingskills), Art, Music,and other
selective courses.

m State lawsrequire about 180 days of school each year for public
schools. It is the same case for homeschoolinghowever,if the
child learns quicklybefore the end of the schoolyear, be sure to
providesupplementaryexperiences until the rest of the time. It is
worthwhilein their learningmore.

W Youand your child are free to add whatever youwishto study.
Homeschoolershave the opportunity to study a topic that they are
interested in. It is unlikewhat they coulddo this ina conventior'\al
school setting.

W Besure to contact school personnel about important educational
issues (such as languagedevelopment,critical period, etc.) as they
are crucial for your deaf child's educationalgrowth.


