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Introduction

The purpose of my Thesis is to investigate and to develop

solutions to the aesthetic and technical problems of expressing simpli

fied zoomorphic forms in geometric shapes, and to design and build

a special Raku kiln in which to fire the sculptures.

This investigation is of a specific area of ceramics; mainly ceramic

sculpture, and within the scope of subject a specific area of animals:

the Sirenia mammals. The first thoughts I had were to abstract
-

always

taking from the realistic but abstracting forms. That suggested to me

simplification of form, and my first reaction was to simplify only geometri

cally. I soon realized that I was not really thinking about what abstraction

of animal form meant in a meaningful way for me. Simplification into basic

geometric shapes was not sufficient to express the emotions I wished to

evoke with the sculpture.

Thinking of alternatives to simplification, I considered abstracting in

terms of the animals biological functions; their metabolism, their interior

anatomy; and finally their ecological importance. After reflecting on all

these approaches, I decided to approach the abstractions in a surrealistic

way. This allows me to go beyond basic abstraction of realism and to bring

ideas from conscious and subconscious levels of thought. I am able to abstract

the character of the animals and also give my interpretations of what it eats,

where it lives, what it does, and where it dies. My hope is to bring the very

essence of the mammals to
viewers'

eyes in such a way as to create an uneasiness
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Appendix B

Kiln materials:

All brick used for arch and walls and base is K-21

insulation (soft) brick. Hard brick was used for the first

row (solid) of the base, and for the skew blocks. All

brick was standard size. .

From drawing:

1. tie rods
\"

threaded

2. sprung arch
4"
rise

3. angle iron to hold skew blocks
l\"

stock

4. K-21 insulation brick
9x4%x22g"

5. all angle iron frameing
1%"

stock

6. burner ports two opposite corners

7 . banding wire

8. hard brick solid layer

9. skid
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