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Abstract

Palatable Tour is an innovative project that aims to introduce the Chinese culture to people through an interactive
website that uses information design and motion graphics. The project utilizes visual communication and
information visualization techniques to present cultural-related information in an engaging and easily
understandable manner.

The primary goal of Palatable Tour is to increase cultural awareness by presenting the significance of Chinese

culture through the exploration of ingredients in traditional hot pots. This project is unique in that it combines
information design, illustration, 3d motion graphics, and interactivity to create an engaging and informative user
experience.

The website will allow users to explore different hot pots from different cities in China and the various ingredients
used in traditional hot pots, using interactive design to mimic the way people have hotpots in the real world to learn
about the cultural significance and discover new recipes and cooking techniques, to present complex information in
a simple and visually appealing way and guide people step to step which helps them get familiar with food Culture.
This approach will allow users to easily navigate the website and explore the various cultural aspects through
different types of Chinese hot pot cuisine.
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Problem and Solution Statement

Learning about unfamiliar cultures can present a variety of challenges, including limited exposure to the cultural
environment. Limited exposure to other cultures can be a problem when I try to learn about them. If someone has
never interacted with a thing from a particular culture, they may have a harder time understanding the culture's
nuances and complexity (Scoffham,2019). From this perspective, it is worth thinking about how to enable people to
immerse themselves in cultural content in a convenient way.

To address the challenge of limited exposure to unfamiliar cultures and enable people to immerse themselves in
cultural content in a convenient way, in this project, taking the Chinese hotpot culture as the starting point, I made a
virtual interactive website about different types of hot pots. By using motion graphics and illustrations, the website
would make the information more engaging and easier to understand. so that users can explore and understand the
way of eating hotpot and the cultural information included in it and explored the capabilities of the interactive
website new possibilities for the future interactive user experience design industry.

Design concept and details

There are several reasons why creating an interactive website for people to experience Chinese hot pot virtually is
essential. First of all, it improves accessibility. The website makes the experience of a Chinese hot pot accessible to
people who may not have the opportunity to visit a physical restaurant or may not have access to the necessary
ingredients and just don’t have any ideas about how to get involved. In this project, it offers a virtual hotpot
experience where users can choose from a variety of hotpot types, including BeiJing Cooper style, Sichuan-style,
and Chaoshan Cantonese-style (Appendix A, page 9 ). The illustration and motion graphics will grab users' attention
quickly and make the information easier to understand.

Second, users can select the traditional hotpot ingredients including meat, seafood, vegetables, and tofu., it brings
much more convenience.The website provides information on the various hotpot ingredients, including their
nutritional value, cooking instructions, and cultural significance (Appendix A, page 15 ). Users can explore and
learn about the unique ingredients used in different types of hotpots and their role in Chinese cuisine. Simply use
the mouse to drag the ingredients into the pot, simulating the real process of eating hot pot from the comfort of their
own homes, without having to travel to a restaurant or prepare the food themselves.

What’s more, it helps on the educational level. Research shows that interactive website increase student motivation
and engagement while they learn(Gordillo et al. 2013 ). Additionally, optimizing the role and function of
interactive websites can support the quality of learning and provide easier, more cost-effective, attractive, and
interactive access to online information learning (Lubis et al. 2021). Other than all the ingredient information,
Palatable Tour website includes cultural information related to hotpot, including its history, origin, and cultural
significance (Appendix A, page 17). Users can learn about the different hotpot traditions, etiquette, and rituals
associated with this cuisine and get low-cost, high-quality information in this fascinating way.

Finally, Interactive website design can improve user engagement by incorporating design elements such as
navigation, graphical representation, organization, content utility, purpose, simplicity, and readability (Garett, et al.
2016). An interactive website can engage users through interactive elements such as virtual tours, actions, and
games, which is making the experience more enjoyable and memorable.Additionally, interactive elements can be



used to create a more engaging user experience, such as auditory interfaces and sound design for websites (Surayadi,
2011).

Overall, incorporating interactive design elements can create a more engaging and user-friendly website experience,
leading to increased user engagement.

In terms of web design, incorporating visual elements such as motion graphics and illustrations can enhance the
user's understanding and engagement with the content. Motion graphics can help guide users through the website
and provide a more engaging user experience. Moreover, instead of just browsing, interactive elements can
encourage users to actively participate and engage with the content, which can help them remember and retain the
information more effectively.Certainly, culture learning and web design are two interconnected fields that can
enhance the user experience when combined effectively. Interactive website design can be an effective way to
provide cultural content to users and allow them to immerse themselves in the culture. This type of learning is
known as "experiential learning" because users can experience and engage with the culture in a virtual environment.
According to Kolb's experiential learning theory (ELT), learners gain knowledge through experience, reflection, and
interaction with their environment (Souza and A. C. Clare, 2018).

The visual style that using in this approach is a flat, highly generalized and highly saturated illustration. Illustrations
can be a powerful tool to make information more engaging and visually appealing. For example, Research has
shown that illustrations can be particularly effective in communicating complex medical information to both medical
professionals and patients (Scheltema ea tl, 2018). As humans, we are naturally drawn to images, and illustrations
can grab our attention quickly and keep us interested. Also, illustrations can simplify complex information and make
it easier to understand. The process of eating hot pot involves many different ingredients, cooking techniques, and
cultural traditions, and illustrations can help to break down this information into smaller, more manageable
pieces.Beyond that, it is critical that illustrations can help to bridge language barriers. When learning about a new
culture, language barriers can be a significant obstacle. People might meet the problem that one word doesn't exist in
their language. However, with illustrations, cultural concepts can be communicated visually, allowing people to
understand the process of eating hot pot and the associated cultural traditions.

Conclusion:

Palatable Tour offers a unique and engaging experience for users to learn about the Chinese hotpot culture. The
website provides an opportunity to explore the different types of hotpots, ingredients, and cultural information
related to this beloved dish. Through virtual hotpot experiences, ingredient information, cultural information, and
interactive maps, users can immerse themselves in the rich history and cultural significance of hotpot. As a result,
Palatable Tour website is a valuable resource for anyone interested in learning about Chinese cuisine and culture. It
is supported by academic research and provides accurate and informative content related to Chinese hotpot culture.
It showcases the potential of interactive website design as a tool for promoting cultural understanding and learning.
The use of motion graphics and illustrations in the website design highlights the importance of visual
communication in facilitating learning and comprehension. Besides, Palatable Tour demonstrates the importance of
user-centered design in creating effective interactive websites, and provides valuable insights for designers working
on similar projects. The website's user-friendly interface and interactive elements make it accessible to a wide range
of users, regardless of their technical expertise or cultural background.



Appendix A: Expanded Thesis Defense Presentation

1.Problem validation and research

Interactive web design has become a popular tool for promoting cultural and historical knowledge. Hot pot as a
traditional Chinese dish, has a long history and diverse regional variations, making it an ideal subject for cultural
exploration. An interactive web design that explores the hot pots can provide an immersive and engaging experience
for users to learn about the culture and history of different regions of China.

As Hot pot is a popular Chinese cuisine that is enjoyed by people all over China, with different regions having their
own unique variations and cooking styles. So my initial thought is by exploring the hot pot culture of different
regions, one can gain a deeper understanding of the local history, customs, and social norms.

This mind map shows the stories behind the different ingredients in a hot pot, as well as cultural information.
Research Objectives:

To investigate the cultural and historical significance of hot pot in different regions of China.

To identify the key elements of hot pot culture that can be effectively explored through interactive web design.

To evaluate the effectiveness of interactive web design in promoting cultural and historical knowledge or its related

customs.

Methodology:



The research will employ a mixed-method approach, comprising of both qualitative and quantitative data collection
methods. The qualitative data collection method will involve a literature review to investigate the cultural and
historical significance of hot pot in different regions of China. The literature review will also identify the key
elements of culture that can be effectively explored through interactive web design.

Expected Results:

The research is expected to provide insights into the effectiveness of interactive web design in promoting cultural
and historical knowledge of hot pot and its related customs. The research will also provide recommendations for the
design and implementation of an interactive web platform that effectively communicates hot pot culture to users.
The findings of this research can be used to develop interactive web platforms that promote cultural and historical
knowledge in other areas beyond hot pot culture.

2. Solution validation and research

Through the research, I came up with the following ways to understand the culture and history of different regions of
China through the exploration of hot pot:

Ingredients: Hot pot ingredients vary depending on the region, with some regions preferring spicier and more
flavorful ingredients, while others may use milder ingredients. For example, in Sichuan, hot pot is known for its use
of spicy peppers and numbing spices, reflecting the region's love for bold and fiery flavors. In contrast, hot pot in
Guangdong often includes fresh seafood and lighter broths, reflecting the region's coastal location and focus on
fresh, high-quality ingredient.

Social customs: Hot pot is often enjoyed as a communal meal, with friends and family gathering around the hot pot
to cook and eat together. The social customs surrounding hot pot can differ depending on the region. For example, in
Chongqing, hot pot is often enjoyed as a late-night snack, with people gathering at street vendors to enjoy hot pot
after a night out. In contrast, in Beijing, hot pot is often enjoyed as a more formal meal, with emphasis placed on
proper etiquette and table manners.

Cooking style: The way hot pot is cooked also varies across regions. In northern China, hot pot is often cooked on a
stove with charcoal or gas, while in other regions, electric hot pots are more common. The way the broth is prepared
and the cooking techniques used can reveal a lot about the local culinary traditions and cultural norms.

History: Hot pot has a long history in China, with its origins dating back to the Tang Dynasty over a thousand years
ago. Exploring the history of hot pot in different regions can reveal a lot about the local customs and traditions, as

well as the historical influences that have shaped the local cuisine.

Based on this information, I structure my webbsite into 4 different parts:



THE WEBSITE IS DIVIDED INTO 4 MAIN SECTIONS

Enjoy, using the cursor to interact with a hot pot by
. dragging ingredients on the page.

Explore, by scrolling their mouse to see the information

[
design explained the relative basic knowledge.

Culture, where the user can see more culture-related
knowledge that expands from the hot pot.

Customize, a section that teaches the user to make a

really hot pot at their home and enjoy it.

It is a good time to have

The onboarding page of the website









All illustrations are based on reference

to real photos, the style is simple but

has a high recapitulation.

fillet

corn & cucumber shrimp& meatball tofu & green onion



IDENTITY

In addition to the page layouts, | developed

. 0 T the visual identity of the logo.
Palatable tour logo is made up of three

elements: a symbol, typography, and a

P o I tagline. Each shape in the symbol can be

integrated into the "HOTPOT" typography.

P a at a b —I_O u r The shfapes m.ferlay each other, If"u the black

and white version, the rectangle in the front

would be white and the circle will have a

white outline as well.
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Animation Showcase




