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how this random assortment of gestures came together. It seemed almost methodical in
the violent positioning of the blade in comparison to the subtle resting ball. It wasn't until
after studying the image that I realized its nuance. Not only does this attest to hidden
surreal moments of the everyday by illuminating an oddity found by happenstance, but it
also references the current American cultural and political climate, depicting the dynamic

layers of the commonplace that are hiding in plain sight.

Fig. 3. Untitled-25593, Alec Landon, digital photograph, 2021

My interest in wandering and observing falls in line with Charles Baudelaire's
conception of the flaneur. This is a person who meanders, absorbing visual pleasure from
their surroundings. In his essay The Painter of Modern Life Baudelaire describes how a

flaneur navigates the world gaining an almost transcendent connection for this activity.



What resonates with me the most out of this writing is when Baudelaire References this
way of seeing as being a "child seeing everything in a state of newness, they are drunk."'
I try and emulate this mindset when searching the everyday by allowing my curiosity to
strike me and admire the novelty of this environment looking to the urban landscape as
means for observational joy” this is how I relate to the inhabited environment through
photography. By wandering and searching I'm able to make a visual exchange with my
surroundings finding run-of-the-mill scenes or sidewalk curios acting as slices to the
greater whole of the inhabited environment. Trading my reinvention of a subject for its
ability to highlight the mundane and its moments of everyday surrealism. By
participating in this activity I'm a witness to elements that otherwise get little to no
attention from a pedestrian perspective.

The camera allows me to recognize these everyday curios by heightening my
awareness. I see the camera as a tool that invites me to explore, express, and share what |
encounter. Using the transformative property of the camera I document what I find
interesting and recreate that instance of discovery for the viewer to experience. Noting
that these scenes of minutia have little value when seen in a normal setting, it is only once
the camera into a photograph transforms them that they gain a sense of importance. The
significance of taking time to search out these scenes is that they most likely go by the
wayside, being overlooked and disregarded. But when made into a photograph it allows
for the voice of these happenings to be heard. When composing my photographs I do so

in a way that reflects how I discovered them to prompt intently observing the everyday,
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