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As attendees of the 2019 IsLAND Conference, we were offered a truly unique experience to begin our time focused on science
education inclusion. We were given the
opportunity to participate in some of the
amazing activities done at Space Camp,
which is held at the U.S. Space & Rocket
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.

3D printed models of one of the simulators
that we would be experiencing. Participants
were given the opportunity to try the MultiAxis Trainer, in which you are twisted and
turned multiple directions at the same time,
and the 1/6th Gravity Chair, which simulates
the feeling of weightlessness that is experienced on the moon.

The day began with a light breakfast as the
attendees were split into two teams in which
to share duties for our assigned simulation
missions to the International Space Station.
Each team member was assigned a job title
for their mission.

After completing our training and enjoying
a wonderful lunch, we divided back into our
two teams to complete our space mission.
Each participant was given a script in their
preferred reading medium as the mission
leaders went over the specific details for
each person regarding their assigned position. The scripts provided lines to speak over
the intercom system to allow verbal communication with Mission Control, the International Space Station, and the members
aboard the space shuttle. The scripts also
gave instructions for timing of the shuttle

Prior to being able to take our voyage, our
group was taken through a series of training activities to determine our readiness
to endure space travel. Our Space Camp
leaders described the preparation process
for astronauts and provided attendees with
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experience and tasks that needed to be completed for a successful mission, such as
giving a command, completing an experiment, or activating a switch. All of the areas
of the shuttle simulator and mission control
had been overlaid with a clear plastic paneling that provided braille to correspond
with each switch or button. Participants also
had support from mission leaders to assist
in making smooth transitions and ensuring
that we were completing the tasks presented.
From pilot to CAPCOM we were able to see
how each position involved with a shuttle is
vital to the success of its mission…including
the assurance that all of your team members
were aboard from their spacewalk before
you headed back to Earth.
Once returning from our journey, attendees were given a certificate of completion, a
commemorative pin, and a t-shirt in which to
remind us of the amazing, once in a lifetime
experience we were able to have. Attendees
were then given the opportunity to explore
through the U.S. Space and Rocket Center
independently to experience the other interactive and historical exhibits. Many interesting facts and memorabilia were on hand to
gain a greater understanding of NASA and
the amazing journey we have taken to get
where we are in our knowledge of the universe and beyond. Some of the exhibits featured items that could be touched or provided
other simulations. A rock wall exhibit provided attendees with a general understanding of the surface of Mars, while other interactive exhibits gave the opportunity to experience the feeling of G-forces upon the body
by spinning or the exhilaration of a shuttle
countdown and ignition. It was also exciting to see how adaptations had been made to
make the museum more accessible for those
with visual impairments. Stairs were edged
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with brightly colored tape to help indicate depth and presence and many exhibit
placards had been transcribed into braille.
You could also find pool noodles wrapped
around objects that were in the pathway of
travel to assist in minimizing the possibility
for injury. For the few items that were not
accessible, attendees were able to provide
description to one another.
This experience also gave an excellent opportunity to see how Space Camp has worked to
adapt their programming to be more accessible to individuals with visual impairments and
encourage STEM career interest with inclusion.
As a result of my participation, I look forward
to when I will be able to take my own students
to Space Camp and experience the full impact
of the program in their lives. I also have taken
away ideas that will help me to further my
ability to make science programming accessible
to my students with visual impairments. It was
truly an amazing experience.

